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1. From your internet, enter www.ancquest.com/index.htm



2. To test drive it for free select “Ancestral Quest Basics” or if 
you are a TFH Consultant contact your FHC Director. 

It is compatible with Windows 10, Windows 8.x, Windows 
7, Vista and XP. Ancestral Quest and Ancestral Quest Basics, versions 
14, 15 and 16, all require OS X 10.7 (Lion) through macOS 10.14 (Mojave).  
Note: macOS 10.15 (Catalina) was released recently. It will not run 32-bit 
apps. Ancestral Quest 16 is currently a 32-bit app. Incline Software is 
working on a 64-bit version for Mac, which we hoped would be ready 
prior to the release of Catalina, but it has been delayed. Until the 64-bit 
version of AQ is ready, if you haven't already upgraded your Mac to 
Catalina, we recommend that you delay upgrading to Catalina, so that 
you can run Ancestral Quest.  You need 400 MB hard disk space.



3. To buy and download the program click “Purchase AQ”. 
More features, one time price $34.95. 



4. Download the latest version of Ancestral Quest 16 

• Only the open folder option of the top toolbar is available. 

• You are given seven options for bringing in the data into the Ancestral 
Quest 16 standalone program that are illustrated on the next page.



If you are starting your tree by downloading one 
family and their parents and children, then 
select option four “Import from FamilySearch.”

You will be told to define a destination path (a 
file name) with a reminder window like this:

Click OK. A “Create New Family File” window 
will open.  It may automatically prepare your file 
to be saved under your “Documents” folder, but 
putting them on a flash drive makes them 
portable so you can work at home or at the FHC 
on the same file.  So, I change the location in my 
window from “Documents” to the drive where 
my flash file “15 AQ BKUP” was inserted.

5.  Select Import from FamilySearch



I selected the option to locate my flash 
drive called 15 AQ BKUP.  This window 
indicates it will put my file on that flash 
drive.

There is no file name, however, so you 
must give a name for your file. Put your 
cursor in the File name window and type 
in the name. 

I entered Rood Nelson for my file name.  
Please take a moment to find the file name 
on the next page appearing as the title line 
after the name of the program Ancestral 
Quest – Rood Nelson Family.

6. Tell AQ where to save your 
file.



Did you find the Rood 
Nelson name.  I did not 
enter the word “Family”. 
That was done by AQ.

AQ reminds you of your file 
name here.  My thumb 
drive was in drive G with 
the name Rood Nelson and 
file extension .aq

7. Gain access to 
FamilySearch Family 
Tree (FSFT).

Accept the agreement 
and enter your FSFT 
user name and 
password.  If using your 
own computer, do click 
“Remember this ID”.



8.  Import Ancestors/Descendants from FamilySearch
On this form you can:
• Download all your 

ancestors.
• Start with one family line 

and download all of them.
• Download Ancestors of one 

FamilySearch person you 
identify (highly 
recommended).

• OR Download Descendants 
of one FamilySearch Person.

• Standardize FS locations.
• Select number of 

generations.



AQ summary page of your options!



AQ explains 
how many 
people to 
expect with 
the number of 
generations 
you selected.



There is also a status update of ordinances if you have an LDS account.

All tools in the AQ Tool Bar are now available to you in the paid version.



9.  Within minutes 
your new people 
appear in a 
pedigree view, and 
the Tip of the Day
helps you learn how 
to use the program. 

Click on the Family 
tab to see the 
children in a family.



10. Click the 
Timeline tab 
to study the 
events and 
evidence for a 
person.

11. Click the 
Help link from 
the top tool 
bar while in 
any page for 
instructions on 
that page.



12.  Become acquainted with each of the tools by 
clicking on them and reading the dropdown lists.



Sample of AQ 
Help-Current View  
page instructions 
while using this 
program.



Where other 
help is 
available

Available under 
Help then 
Newsline.



13.  Become 
acquainted with 
the Family Tab 
where complete 
family units are 
viewable.  

Since we started with 
Frederick Rood’s 
ancestors, his spouse 
and children are not 
linked to him. You 
know this because 
the arrow heads are 
blank on
the left of the 
names.



When we click on 
Frederick Rood’s 
name, the program 
opens on with 
Frederick as head of 
household.  Notice he 
has an * by Other 
Parents.  This means 
he has two sets of 
parents since he was 
adopted. Researcher 
is working on both 
lines. 

His spouse and 
children are missing 
because we haven’t 
asked for his 
descendants yet.



14.  To add a new spouse and children when you have an existing family 
click on the FamilySearch tool and select Review/Sync Individual.



15.  AQ data is on the left –
FSFT data is on the right.

• The boxes grayed-out are 
already synced.  Don’t do 
anything.

• Look at the buttons at the 
bottom of the page.

• Notice there is an option for 
Spouses & Children.

• Notice you have no sources 
but FSFT has 9.

• Click on the Spouses & 
Children button.



TIP:  By first going to FSFT, we saw duplicates.
Fix them before pulling into AQ to save time.

Leslie F. Rood and Leslie 
Frederick Rood are the same 
person.

One was listed as deceased 
but researcher knew he was 
alive as he was her grand-
father so she tried to merge 
the deceased into the living, 
but FSFT asked her to verify 
he was alive.  That took 25 
hours, but she didn’t have to 
wait at AQ as shown next.



16.  Read info and click just on the blank box to the 
left of the spouse’s name first.



You are notified that 
there is no matching 
spouse in this local AQ 
family.  Select one of 3 
options:

1. No action
2. Add Leona Bell 
Rathbun as a spouse to 
this family in your AQ 
file.
3. Search your local AQ 
database for existing 
record of her.

Click the radio button 
beside #2 and click OK.



Notice caution: You will 
need to link the parents in 
each family (or at least 
mark them to be linked) 
before you will be able to 
selectively sync other 
events and link children.  I 
clicked the blank box, it 
changed to green, for the 
mother so now the children 
appeared below.

AQ then tells you there is 
no matching child for the 
child Thomas.  Mark the 
blank box, as you did with 
the spouse.



Continue in this 
manner through all the 
children of the 
parents.  Notice the 
duplicate child is still 
here.  I just clicked the 
one I knew was alive 
and can merge the 
duplicate at FSFT when 
permission arrives.

When done with 
marking the last one,  
click the last OK.  



All those with a 
green back 
arrow will move 
to my AQ file.

Click the Process 
button at the 
bottom of the 
Synchronize 
template for it to 
load.



AQ verifies 
your request.



AQ 
Processes 
the request 
between 
local 
database 
and FS.



16.  Both ancestors and descendants for one person have been 
added into AQ.  You are ready to use AQ for research.


